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Personal facts

Antti Lähtevänoja
- PhD Student, University of Helsinki
- Master of Education (Special Education), 

University of Jyväskylä
- 10 publications, mainly related to virtual 

learning environments
- Current research focus related to 

customer learning and learning 
environments

- Startup entrepreneur (fintech)
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Disclaimer

This training is meant to give you practical guidance on how to build online 
courses.
Please refer to Jani’s theoretical materials about constructive alignment etc. 
when building courses.

If there is something you don’t understand or you think that we are going too 
fast, please tell me!

We are keeping breaks in between (breakout rooms) , please ask your questions 
then.

All feedback is welcome!
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Outline for today’s session

1) Objectives, contents and schedule
2) Definitions of key concepts: MOOC, LMS…
3) Breakout room for discussion
4) Course design introduction
5) Breakout room for discussion
6) Moodle system introduction



www.frameerasmus.eu

Schedule

FRAME project
1) Pedagogical principles (Jani)
2) MOOC training (Antti) 
3) Virtual Reality training (Jani & Antti) 

MOOC training
- 14th September (today) – Introduction, key concepts and basics of online course 

systems: course design and Moodle introduction
- 23rd September – Moodle introduction, assignment types, course design
- 28th September – Moodle introduction, assignment types, course design



www.frameerasmus.eu

Overall objectives

At the end of trainings (all three), a trainee will be able to:

1. Remember and understand the pedagogical principles
2. Apply the pedagogical principles in the development of 
MOOCs and Virtual Reality courses
3. Create courses based on the pedagogical models and 
principles
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Definitions used on this training

MOOC-course
MOOCs are free online courses available for everyone to enroll.

Online course
Online course is an online-held course, but restricted to certain set of students (e.g., students from one 
university)

Learning management software (LMS)
• LMS is a software application for making education courses. It delivers and manages educational 

content: videos, courses, documents, assignments. It has administration features, discussion boards 
and content upload systems. 

• Examples: Moodle, Itslearning, Google Classroom
• Google Meet, Zoom or MS teams are not LMS systems
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Results from the survey
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Breakout room

Discuss:

1. What has been the best MOOC/online courses you have taken? 
Why?

2. What kind of challenges you have had in your previous online 
courses?

Use the same breakoutroom than on the previous session OR
join to the breakout room where your colleagues are.
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Student-centered course design

Center for Teaching Excellence

Course Design,  University of California, Berkeley 
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Course design

Center for Teaching Excellence
Course Design,  University of California, Berkeley 

1. Learning Objectives
• Define the course objectives: Student is able to…. after the course? Use Jani’s evaluation matrix here

2. Topics 
• Define the structure of the course, including topics and their order. Topic for week 1, topic for week 2….

3. Learning Activities + Instructional Strategies and Materials
• Define what kind of assignments, instructional strategies and materials the course has. For example, case 

studies, multi-choice questionnaires, video lectures, essays…

4. Assessment
• Define what kind of assessment you are using during the course: formative, summative….use Jani’s evaluation 

matrix here

5. Alignment
• Make sure that the learning objectives, topics, activities and assessment are aligned
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Alignment (template can be found in Google Drive) 

Center for Teaching Excellence
Course Design,  University of California, Berkeley 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14ebf_UsqguEzrxzNuLe8yEC-2h2HgMIx0C8re2Ph3Pc/edit
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Breakout room

Discuss:

1. What is the hardest part of designing online courses?

2. What kind of assessment types have you used?

Use the same breakoutroom than on the previous session OR
join to the breakout room where your colleagues are.
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Introduction to the 
example MOOC

https://moodle.helsinki.fi/course/view.php?id=47530
Password: frame2021

https://moodle.helsinki.fi/course/view.php?id=47530
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Homework

Familiarize yourself with the example online course provided: 
https://moodle.helsinki.fi/course/view.php?id=47530

Browse the course freely and try the different assignment types and reflect this lesson’s 
topics to the contents, for example: how are the objectives and assignments linked?

Answer these questions:
1) How would you improve the course?
2) What kind of challenges may arise from the course? E.g., technical problems, students 

does not understand the instructions etc.

Ask if you could get an access to your university’s Moodle or another LMS (Google 
Classroom etc.) + test course template where you could train!

https://moodle.helsinki.fi/course/view.php?id=47530
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